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From Coffee to Celebrity Sightings: How Mashups are Changing
Online Mapping

Mix an online mapping applicationitiv other useful information such as ratings or events and what do you get? One
of the hottest new trends in bringing the online and realrlds closer togetheg¢ mapping mashups.

Mash wha® If you aren't familiar with a mashup, it is a website or application that combines content from more
than one sourcand displays that information in a new wahe term actually originates froné¢ music industry
where DJs would blend vocals from one song and music from another to create a new, bettdieaeger, the
mashups we'll reveal in this white paper have little to do with music and more to do with the amazing potential of
mashups createdyomerging websites and data with popular online mapping applications, such as Google Maps.

How it all started . . .
Although other online mapping services had been
around for years when Google Maps was launched
in 2005, the online giant set the bar hifgr the
61,995 -3bd = Ny | competition. It all started with a man named Paul
W ‘W Rademacher who took Google Maps to the next
penusl = o | level when he createdww.housingmaps.copnthe
3;332 ,Ejms i -~ very first Google Maps mashup. Wanting to make
y ! - his hunt for a nevhouse easier, he essentially
hacked Google Maps, modifying the application to
overlay information on houses for sale or rent from
Craigslist.com, a popular site for classified
advertisements.

Google employees were impressed, writing on a
company Webpady G KIF G wl RSYFI OKSNJHa
our minds right off our shoulders." It was at that

point that the mapping mashup was born. And, in

the end, Google was so impressed with Rademacher
that they hired him.

Since then, online mapping applications have
become fa more sophisticated and so have the
programmers and marketers using them. The major
players in online mapping have all embraced
mashups and now offer APIs (application
programming interfaces) that allow developers to integrate online maps with their ogbsites and data. Because
of this, we have seen several creative uses for mashups, some of which we'll share with you in this white paper.

A Look at Some Popular Mashups

Mashups have been created to show everything from potholes to people. To givenydesaof how they work, let's
take a look at some.
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mashup designed to help runners track \ g e
their progress and distance, it is a good . -l o
example of how an intactive mashup ;
can enhancdrand loyalty and create

community.
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How do you keepiewers BEHIND THE SCENES X
interestedin a show that takes up R
to a 16 month hiatus between A ———— S
seasons?

Among other tactics, the marketers
at HBO created a mashup using TaKE THE ToUR
Google Earth so viewers can get
their Sopranos fix anytime. Places
on the map match up to key plot
points and characters which can be
clicked on for information on the
episode and video clips

Gawker Stalker

Ona lighter note, Gawker Stalkerings
celebrity sightings to curious fans. The
popular blog network, Gawker, hired two
interns to keep thenashup updated

daily withfirsthandaccounts of celebrity
encounters in New York Cit@awker
Stalker relies entirely oits users to
provide real timeaccurate information

on the top celebrity sightings.
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